The Story of British Diplomacy
the beginning of hostilities had expressly declared his wish to listen to terms of accommodation on the first opportunity. In 1793, Fox had brought forward a resolution condemning the war, to find himself beaten by 226 votes. The next year, however, at least two motions in favour of peace negotiation were proposed with Pitt's approval and by his own friend Wilberforce. Directly a settled Government existed in France, Pitt had always said he would press proposals for peace. In 1795 the establishment of the Directory seemed to give the awaited opportunity. During the next spring, u without committing ourselves too far, we might, I think,'5 said Pitt to Grenville, "get someone to sound the new French administration as to terms of a general peace/' *' I have/' replied the Foreign Minister, "the man you want, ready for the work. Wickham at Berne is discretion itself and on the best of terms with his French colleague, who is high in the favour of the new regime at Paris/' In executing his commission, Pitt failed only because success was out of the question, England, in her unsuspecting innocence, held herself bound in honour to entertain no proposals for ending the war, save* on the condition of the Low Countries being" restored to Austria, That, Wickham\s French friend assured him,, was absolutely inadmissible. So ended the* parley, The true eason why the affair fell through was, of course, that the early vigour and success of the* Directory had already filled the French mind with definite hopes of universal conquest. Pitt's diplomacy, however, was still actuated by a belief that with patience he might still attain his pacific end. In Malmcsbury he had a negotiator who combined great position, a grave
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